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WHEELING FIRE DEPARTMENT
2126 Market Street - Wheeling, WV 26003

Larry Helms, Chief of Department

Mr. Robert Herron, City Manager
City of Wheeling

1500 Chapline Street

Wheeling WV 26003

Dear Mr. Herron,
Please review the 2017 Annual Report for the City of Wheeling Fire Department.

The Wheeling Fire Department continues to meet the level of service our citizens
have become accustomed to. We have even accelerated some areas of our public
service training programs. In 2017, the WFD responded to 6,648 calls for service.
Of these, 63% were Rescue and Emergency Medical Service calils.

The City of Wheeling Fire Department continues to search for funding sources that
will allow us to accomplish our goals. Our efforts in Training, Fire Prevention,
Investigations, and Vehicle Maintenance keep our members sharp, the equipment
ready, and make for a safer community. One exciting change was the
implementation of electronic emergency medical reporting. This method saves time
in the field, enhances our ability to keep more accurate records, and will boost our
data return to assist in planning and trends.

Continued training, new technology, and the dedication of our personnel have
proven to serve our department well. Once again, the Wheeling Fire Department
has received recognition from the American Heart Association for outstanding
services related to pre-hospital heart attack care. The WFD earned the Mission
Lifeline Silver Plus rating — an award given to only four agencies in West Virginia.
Statistically, it puts our department on track to be the first in West Virginia to
receive the Gold rating in 2018.

Our members continue to assist with the expansion of our Wheeling Island Training
Facility - adding props for skills training, as well as, expansion for storage. This
facility has become a great asset to the Wheeling Fire Department’s training
program. It also benefits departments from the surrounding area. We continue to
receive the support of West Virginia Public Service Training (formerly known as
RESA) in our effort to provide up-to-the-minute training opportunities for
firefighters.
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With your support and that of the City Council, we realized the replacement of two
much needed staff vehicles. 2018 Ford Police Utility vehicles replaced my 2004
Chevrolet Impala and the Duty Chief’s 2012 Ford Expedition. Plans for future fleet
improvements are being made as well.

I would be remiss to not recognize our firefighters for their behind-the-scenes
dedication to the community. They are involved in fundraisers supporting the
Muscular Dystrophy Association, Breast Cancer Awareness, Augusta Levy, and
numerous other charitable projects. They actively promote firefighter and city
legislative concerns; and they also participate in programs which directly benefit
Wheeling’s youth.

The City of Wheeling Fire Department is grateful for the continued support of your
office and the City Council. We will continue to prepare ourselves for any
emergency scenario, including Haz-Mat and Swift Water, that may arise. We will
respond promptly to the needs of those who live in and visit our great city. And we
will strive to provide the best possible care to all.

Respectfully yours, P :

Larry S. Helms
Fire Chief, Wheeling Fire Department




63% of 2017 WFD calls were
Rescue & Emergency Medical Services

WFD INCIDENTS

CALLS CATEGORY
135 Fire

69 Explosion

258 Haz-Mat

761 Service

4201 Rescue & EMS
543 Good Intent
662 False Alarm

14 Weather

3 Special




Station Coverage

WFD Headquarters is centrally located.
Its response district is the entire city.
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WFD Mission Statement

To limit the loss of life and property resulting from

fires, medical emergencies, and environmental disasters.




WHEELING FIRE DEPARTMENT

Headquarters
Chief of Department Chief Larry Helms
Administrative Assistant Margaret Yaeger

Bureau of Fire Prevention

Chief Inspector Assistant Chief Edward Geisel
Inspector Captain Daniel Jamison

Fire Investigation
Chief Investigator Captain David Holeczy
Investigator Lieutenant Bernard Davidson

Training Division
Training Chief Assistant Chief James Blazier

Maintenance Division

Fire EQuipment Manager Clark Graham
Senior Equip. Manager Gary Wiechman

Public Information Officer
Fire and Police incidents Philip Stahl




WHEELING FIRE DEPARTMENT
PERSONNEL ROSTER

Assistant Chiefs

Murphy, Lawrence
Campbell, Anthony
Harto, Paul

Captains
Barker, David
Cianelli, Eric
Fledderus, Thomas
Francis, James
Harmon, David
Mclntire, Paul
McKenzie, Raymond
Mueller, Carl
Ulrich, William
Wiethe, David

Lieutenants

Anders, John
Brown, Nicholas
Deluca, Tadd
Fabrizio, Christopher
Funari, Gregory
Geisel, Jr., Edward
Hinzey, John
Joltes, Brian
Koontz, Larry
Landis, Clinton
Milton, Jason
Moore, Scott
Moore, Steven
Morris, James
Saseen, Philip
Wagner, William
West, Winston




WHEELING FIRE DEPARTMENT
PERSONNEL ROSTER

Fire Engineers

Ames, Thomas
Bachman, Tobias
Baker, Chad
Bickler, Matthew
Brown, Nolan
Brown, Richard
Carrington, James
Cottrell, Alexander
Derrow, Christopher
Fedorko, William
Haluscak, Thomas
Haney, Michael
Heldreth, Robert
Johns, Joshua
Kreitzer, Christopher
Lawrence, Edward
McGovern, Matthew
McKenzie, Thomas
Mowder, Seth
Ransom, Charles
Reineke, Eric
Schaffer, David
Shelek, Todd
Shipley, Philip
Stoffer, Tim
Toepfer, Michael
Touvelle, Eric
Treiber, John
Vankirk, Dennis
Vapner, Nathan
Yoho, Patrick
Zambito, Francis

Firefighters
Becker, Cory
Brown, Daniel
Brown, Nolan
Bryan, Audrey
Carson, Nicholas
Castello, Donald
Clawson, Michael
Dietrich, Clayton
Haney, Christopher
Howard, Jacob
Hughes, Daniel
Geisel, Kody

Hicks, Samuel
Hoffman, Brittany
Jerrome, Curtis
Sebring, Trevor
Twardoski, Adam
Waldron, Robert
Wodesky, Eric

Probationary
Firefighters

Barsch, Watson
Schimnoski, Mark
Teufel, Ryan
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Public Information
Officer, Philip Stahl

Bureau of Fire Prevention
Captain Jamison and Assistant Chief Ed Geisel

Assistant Chief Paul Harto
Firefighter of the Year

Fire Engineer
Michael Haney
Paramedic of the Year
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PERSONNEL CHANGES

RETIRED
Fire Engineer Years of Service
Bruce Sommers 26
PROMOTED
Fire Engineer Effective
Nolan Brown June 10, 2017
Fire Engineer Effective
Thomas Ames December 31, 2017
HIRED
Probationary Firefighters Effective
Mark Schimnoski January 30, 2017
Watson Barsch III January 30, 2017
Ryan Teufel July 31, 2017
MILESTONES
Captain Years of Service
Carl Mueller 35
Fire Engineer Years of Service

Christopher Kreitzer 40
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